4 7 a9 alol ian SC | I 3 . « 
CrJ 


/ A phin Path-VVay opened 
To the Simple - Hearted. 


For the Anſwering all 
Doubts + Objections 
Which do ariſe inthem againſttheLrghe 


| and Truth in the Inward Parts; by which 
many are kept from Obedience, and {b from 


Peace to their Panting Souls. 


By Stephen Criſp. 
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Friends and People ; 
WW Have hada deep excrciſe upon my ſpirit concerning many 
I who are come to feel ſomething ſtirring and moving in theit 
A Hearts (thas is gooE) to'bring theminto a ſerious conſi- 
derationof their courſe of life, and the inward ſtate of their 
Immortal Souls ; and when you have ſometimes begun toturn 
your minds to this good thing that ſtirred in you, then have man 
Doubts and Objections ariſen in you, leſt you ſhould be A4/- 1 
Deceived or Deluded ; and leſt this thing that inwardly ttrives 
with you ſhould lead you into the Erronious Way of the Quakers (as 
the world's Teachers call it) for they ſpeak, and write of, and 
bear a conſtant Teſtimony to ſomething that is in man, that calls 
wpon kim to Repent,and —_ tothe Lord ; and under this very 
Notion 


= 


Ch 
Notion that ye haye heard Evil, and thought evil of that People, 
by the ſame Rule you are apt to think evil of that which works 
in your own boſom to lead you out of Sin and Iniquity ; and fo 


Fe are tempted to light is, and to get ſome ſlighty name for it, 


to call ieby, which AntichriſP's Miniſters have many to afford 
you; astocall it, A Natural Light; A Common Gift of the Spi- 
rit, but not a Saving Gift : Convittion of a Natural Conſcience 
A Legal Work; yea, and many calls it, The Devils work, to diſturb 
the :onl of its Peace; and ſome, A Diabolical Light, &'c. And 
thus when thou art brought to ſlight that good Principle (that 
ſtrives with thee) under ſome ſuch Name, thou getteſt caſe 
again for a little while, and takeſt liberty toaCt againſt it, and 
to doand fay that which this Principle doth in ſecret condemn ; 
and then it riſeth again, and breaks thy peace, and brings trou- 
ble and Anguiſh.upon thy Soul ? and then up.comes many Loubts 
on the one hand, and Doubts on the other hand, and. thy poor 
Soul is beſet and encompaſled with doubts and fears and jealou- 
ſies ; ſometimes thou feareſt thou withſtandeſt the Truth to thy 
own Deſtruion,. and ſometimes fearelt again its a Delulion, 
and thou ſhalt be deceived ; and beſides thou findſt many Learned 
men, and worldly-wiſe men that tell thee, thar there is nothing 
good in thee z and here thou art in a great ſtrait, and laboureſt 
under many ſorrowful thoughts, and many doubtful diſputations 
artfe in thy mind, the Fleſh now ſtrongly warreth againſt that 
which comes to diſturb it, and the Spirit ſtrongly warreth againſt 
that which reſiſts & rebels againſ it; and theſe two are contrary, 
ahd theſe contrary things are both in thee, and thou poor Crea- 
/ - ture miſt fee] the frrugling of them both; and by reaſon of thy 
- &darkneſfs; anddoubts, and fears, thou ſcarce knows (or at lealt 
- - with certainty)which is right ; Now, in this ſtate and condition, 
how acceptable would a Mefſenger be, one of a thouſand, to ſhew 
unto ſuch a one that which might deliver his Soul from going 
down into the pit, and ſave his life from the Deſtroyer ? (Feb 
33.23.) And truly very many are in this ſtraitned ſtate in theſe 
dayes; for whoſe ſakes1 am drawn into a deep exerciſe many 
times, by day, and by night, and my cry to God is, that his glo- 
rious power may more and more ariſe to open theſe doors that are 


ſhut and folded upon many ſuch, and to bring forth the _ 
WE” one 


.. [3] 
foned ſpirits out of the Priſon-houſe,” and out of the Bondage of 
this Spiritual «£gypt, where our Lord was and is crucified Spi- 
ritually ; and that he may expel the clouds of darkneſs, in which 
the fears, and doubts, and qeuſtionings ariſe ; and that he may 
make a clear way in all ſuch for his Light tobreak forth out of ob- 
{curity,in which the anſwer to thoſe Doubts and Queſtions doariſe. 
Aud by that ſame Spirit that Ilabours with you, -am I moved to 
ſend this forth unto you all, as a word of Exhortation and Coun- 
ſel in the Nameand fear of the Lord God, by which as many as 
do rightly receiveit, ard make a true uſe and proof of it, ſhall 
find help ard benefit, and ſhall know the mouth of the Queſtio- 
ner ſtopped, aud the Anſwer of Peace witnelled to their Immor- 
tal Souls, in the Lords due time. And therefore, conſider this, 
That every good and perfett Gift cometh from gbove, from the Father 
of Lights & Spirits,wlio would not theDeath ofa Sinner, but rather 
that he ſhould turn ard live; and therefore hath he out of his 
infinite Love, and tender Mercies tothe Sons of Men, prepared 
a way to draw nigh unto them, even while they are in their Sins, 
which he doth not but thorow Jeſus Chriſt, the Mediator of the 
New-Covenant, whom he hath freely given-to be a Light unto 
the dark World ; and that he ſhould Enlighten every one that com- 
eth into the World, John 1.9. of which Number thob art one, 
whoever thou art, and art enlightned by Chriſt, though thon 
be yet Darkneſs in thy ſelf, as the Epheſians ance were z yet the 
Light ſhineth in thy Darkneſs, or elſe there would not be two 
contrary Natures and Seeds found working in thee as there is . 
and this Light wherewith thou art enlightned is the Life 
Feſus, John 1. 4. which he hath givena Ranſom for man ;, 7 
that was not Natural, as ſome fooliſhly imagine : for if it were 
Natural, it could not be a Ranſom for man out of Sin ; for the 
Sin to be Natural, and that which reproves it Natural, is contra- 
ry to the Apoſtle, who ſaid, they two that warred in thi Crea- 


ture were contrary; and called the one Fl:ſhor Natural, and' 45 


other Spirit or Spiritual, and Chriſt Jeſus called that whichſko 

Reprove the World of Sin, The Spirit of Truth ; and Antichr 

and his Miniſters call it, A Natwral Inſufficient Light, &c.  Yut 

know this, thou that art enquiring, That that in thee which dork 

make manifeſt things to thee that are reproveable, thats the Light 

wherewsth Chriſt Feſus hath __—_— thee withal, as the Apo Je 
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ef Chriſt ſaid inhis Epiſtle ap Ephefians, chap. 5.v. 13; 14:- 
and that Principle which leads thee to do or ſay ſuch things as 
thou art ſecretly reproved for in thine own Conſcience,that is the 
- Darkneſs,and the Enemy of thy Souls Peace, which who walks in, 
doth not know whether he goeth ; for this doth miniſter a Peace 
and Pleaſure to thee, and adelighttothy.carnal.Mind for a ſea- 
ſon ; yet the other, to wit, the Light, the Reprover hath power 
fo take away peace from thee again, and to judge thee, ,and ta 
. makethat-which was {weet to thee to become. hitter ; -and the 
Carkneſs, nor Luſt, por:Vanity of thy mind cannot deliver thee 
from this itroke. . | 


Now, that thou mightſt be reſolved in ſuch a ſtate what to do, - 


conſider thou that haſt theſe ſtruglings 1n thee about the Light in 
thy conſcience,whether it is true or no,or whether thou ſhalt own 
itor no, and art thinking in-thy ſelf what is beſt for thee todo z 
whether to.go on ſtoutly againſt it,or to ſubmit toirt : 1 ſay,conſi- 
der, if thourebeleſt againſt it, thou canſt never knowwhither it 
would lead thee; as it was faid of old, Fob 24. They that rebel 
againſt the Light, they know not the Way of 1t;, ſo thatit thou doſt 


take that courſe to rebel, that willbut increaſe thy ignorance «f: 


the Way that the Light leads in, and makes-it more terrible to 
thee everytime it doth appear in thee, till thou cameſt to. that 
Rate ſpoken of, Feb 24., 17. That the dawning of the Day will be 44 
the ſhadow of Death; for the more thou rebelſt againlt it,the 1.iore 
dark thou wilt daily grow, and. ſo. the leſs able to reſolve: thy: 
{elf in thoſe donbttul things that fill thy mind ;-.but as Darkneſs 
-ipcreafeth in thee, ſo the . Power of it will bind thee down as a 
error {mother every good deſire 1n thee ; .and thus by Re- 
pellion againſt the Light, do ſome men loſe the very ſence and 
parags of At, and. grow paſt feeling, and ſtrangers. to it, 
hugh it be in-them; for the cuſtomof Sin taketh away tke ſence 
authe fceling of the burthen of it.. But-to you 1 write that are 


- - mot yctcome to this ſtate of hardneſs of Heart, but are brought - 


aily into'a ſence of the burthen of Sin; and that are ready to- 
fay, 1f you were but ſure that were the Truth and way of God which. 
ſhews you your Sin, you would follow it, . and love it and own it, but. 
are kept off by Doubts and Queſtionirigs : Verily I ſay unto. 
you; befor fore. theſe doubts be.reſolved, you muſt try this,.as'to. 
Fo | . Your: 
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your Sorrow you hayetried the other, before-you can be effeftual- 
| . Iy informed; for Arguments will not do ſufficiently in this cafe; 
== therefore try and prove what this Principle can do for theez when 
| thou obeylt it, which ye know hath power to:condemn you, and 
break your Peace when you diſobey it : Why ſhould ye always 
be {hut upin Unbelief, and in Doubts, and fo kept from trying 
| & proving the Light,as well as ye have proved the Darknels,ther 
i ſo ye might reap the fruit of it to Salvation, as well as you have 
| -* dune the fruitof the other unto Condemnation ? Oh, dear peo» 

ple ! conſider, ye cannot cbey this Light of Chriſt Jeſus in your 
4 Conſcicnces, but by taking upa daily Croſs to your own Walls, 
| Lults and AﬀeQions; for that is contrary thereunto ; and that 
| which leads to obey your Lults, leads to diſobey the Light ; and 
| 


that which leads to obey the Light, that croſſeth the Luſts and 

| vile AfsQions, which are at comRty with the Light, and mult by 

| it be judged and condemned; and that which leads thee to ilight 

Q it, and call it by ſome ſlighty name, that's alfo an Enemy-to it, 
i ard muſt be judged by it; and fo, as the Light comes to rule 

over thoſe things 1n thee, which are enemies to 1t;thou wilt know 

| that it will lead thee contrary to thy corrupt Nature ; and as 

| thou feeleſt the thing ſoin thy ſelf, thou wilt come to be wiſer 

| then thoſe Teachers that have called it a Natural Light ; for that 

which is Natural leadeth according to Nature, but that whichis 

( 

| 


Spiritual, leadetb according to the Spirit, which the Apoſtle 
ſaid,was contrary to the Fleſh, and warred againſt it. And ſo that Ob= 
xCtion will, by thy obeying the Light, come to be anſwered, 

, far better then words and arguments could have anſwered it; and; 
ſo likewiſe the ſufficiency of the Light thou wilt come to feel if 
thou doſt not oppole it, but give upto be guided by it ; and wilt 
know that ibis able to deliver thee when thou art tempted, aswell ' 
as to :dge thee when thou haſt yeilded tothe Tempter: for thou 

| kr.owlt already, that it is able to condemn thee when thou finnelt. 

| 2gairſt it: butthou cant not certainly know it ſufficient to give, 
Peace, ard to juſtifie, till thou obeyelt it : Sothen, the plain + 

Path-wayto the anſwering thy doubss -about the Principle to, 

Truth in the inward-parts, is, by obeying . of it and yielding to: * * 

itz for they that do Evil, they grow into Hatred againſt it, and: 

it judges them ,as they deny toobey the Light, ſo the Light deni 

te-- 


'TbJ 
- to jultifie them, and fo DON £2 under the condemnation of 
it, by reaſon of tranſgreſſion they grow afraid of it. But alas ! 
this doth but prove that it is fent of God, for it doth Gods 
work, which 1s 1 per; For to juftifiethe Wicked, and to con- 
demn the Righteous, both theſe are an abominat'on tothe Lord, and 
ſo is it with his Witneſs in thy own Conſcience, which Ccd 
: hath placed there tobear witneſs for him, concerning all thy 
ations, whether they are Good or Evil; and thou thy ſelf, vho- 
eyer thou art, whether High or Low, Rich or Poor, Profctlor 
or Prophane, ſhaltconfeſs unto this, That this bath never condem- 
ned thee for that which was good, nor born witneſs againſt thee for that 
thou waſt net guilty of. 
And therefore all you that have been hurried and toſſed with 
Doubts and Queſtionings about the Truth,Come,hearken to the 
Counſelof God, at this time ohce more ſounded torth unto you, 
from his Spirit, by a Servant of his without you, and anſwered by 

the meaſure of his good Spirit within you, which hath the ſame 
voice and cry in you, for Obedience to what is made manifeſt of 
God in you; Obey the Light,and ye ſhall ſee daily more of it,till 
felt forth as a _— _ thee, and till it ſhines unto a 
'Þ day ; yea, aday 0 neſs and Rejoyceing to thy poor 
. diſtreſſed Sour. . = PE nt "py 

Oh! Ariſe thou that ſits ſorrowing, and thou that art crying 
ont in ſecret, becauſe of the Bonds and Fetters that are yet upon 

thee | Ariſe, ariſe, I ſay, in the Name of the Lord God of Sor, 
-whodraws nigh to-thee by his quickning Spirit, and hearken to 


his Voices who ſaith to the Priſoner, Come forth; and to the 


bowed down, Ariſe; and to the feeble Ones, Put onftrength, and 
follow me; 1will confound your Foes, and break the ſtrength of your 
Enemies, as I have done for my People, who have forſaken all to fol- 
lomgne 7; and obey we, ſo will 1 do for you: andif ye in uprightneſs - 
walk before me, and krep my Covenant, as they have done, no power 
or ſtrength of the Enemy within or without ſhall be too hard for you. 
Ainien the Lord doth thus ariſe in your Souls, and ftir up his 
own pnre Witneſs, and his Arm awakens'in you, and his pure 
Light breaks forth; Oh! what Conſolation is itto yon, and 
- how havemany of you ſeen your vain Doubtings expelled, and 
a clear Convincement hath prevailed upon your ſpirits concern- 


ing the way of God; andat ie a time you have begun to re- 
ſolve to follow the Lord in his pure Way of Holineſs, thus open- 
ed unto you in the Light, though to the loſs of all; and though 
it beto the bearing your partof the great reproach that lies up- 
on them that love him more then their Lives ;, and at ſach a time 
there was felt a ſecret joy in a hidden ground in your Souls, and 
the ſeed of the Kingdom that had been Jong buried up, began to 
ſpring up in you, in which Seed your Souls felt ſome touchings 
of that heavenly Life & Foy, which for the time exceeded all things 
that this World could afford ; and whenſoever yecome to. feel 
this refreſhing dew upon your Souls, then take heed and wait 
ſingly in the ſence of 1t, keep your Eyeto the joy that is now 
ſet before you in Cirilt Jeſus, the Seed; for if you-let your 
minds wander, a" your eyes gad abroad, there be objects on 
every hand to lead you out frum yourSou!s beloyed,and to brin 

you to defile your hearts, and make your ſelves an unfit place © 

refidence for him who is holy and pure, and will not dwell;nor; 
take delight ina polhiced Teniple; but will withdraw himſelf, 
as he did from //racl of old, and from their Temple, when it 
was polluted and proplaned : And beſides, when your migds 
are taken hold of by any of the corruptible thingsin this chang- 
able World, there will preſently kindle a defring, longing and: 
luſting after the enjoyment of thoſe things, though contrary to. 
the will of God; and then next, the Reaſoner and Conſulter 
gets op in thee, and ſtartsa queition, /Afay nor I enjoy the Lord: 
and this ? May net Tkeep in the Way of Truth, and yet do this or 


that thing which my htart deſireth ? And though it be not perfeltly. ac- . 


rording to the Truth mads manifeſt in me ; yet I will have my Will, 
my Luſt, my Deſire ſatisfied but this one time, and thats not much, 
ſaith the Tonſulter ; andthis is but a ſmall matter; there be others. 
that do greater things then this; and ſuch like reaſonings enter 
the mind, and this grieves and vexeth that good and Righteous: 
tender Spirit that moyed in thee, and bringsa weight andop- 


reſſion upon the pure in thee, and that withdraws it ſelf again- - 
om thee, in which thy Light did ariſe unto thee, and fo a: : 


night comes upon thee; for where the Serpent can bring any:to 
make a queltion of obeying the Truth, he is as ready to frame an; 
Anſwer, as to beget the Queſtion ;, but his anſwer always comes 


with 
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_.Citha Liberty and perſwaſion to diſobey, as it did by Eve in the 
b&inning ; and when Tranſgreſlion is finiſhed, then Death en- 
. ters upon thee with its dark Power, and manifold Sorrows 
pierceth thy poor Soul ; though the fruit was deſirable to be ca- 
© ren, yet now it is eaten, thou canſt not come atlifezto cat of that 
too, though thou deſireſt it ; butart driven out, and kept out 
with a flaming Sword,that turns every way againff thee : And here's 
now a ground laid for Doubts and Queſtioning of a higher na- 
ture then before, to raiſc in thee; for beformiton doubtedſtof 
the Truth it ſelf, whether it were the Truth, hpt now having ta- 
ſted of it,and received a Convincement of ir,and yet.let forth thy 
mind from it after other Lovers,& thy ears afrer the voice of the * 
. Adultereſs,and ſo cauſed the pure Light to withdraw from thee, 
thorow thy Rebellion : Now thou delireſt thou mightſt but fee 
again what thou haſt ſeen,and feel again what thou haſt felt, but 
doubtit & fearlt that thou ſhalt never ſee, nor feel, nor enjoy the 
like again, and now thou wilheſt, O that thou hadſt ſtood in the 
Croſs to thy own wilL& that thou hadſt denied thy ſelf, that thou 
mightſt not thus have loſt the ſight and ſence. of thy Souls Belo- 
ed! And now thou ſeeſt, by Woful experience, whence Doubts 
and Fears, and Sorrows do ariſe, even thy joyning with the Ene- 
my,;who brings forth Reaſons againſt the obedience to-the Light: 
And therefore now hearken to that which remains in thee, 
though darkneſs &ſorrow.doth encompals thee ; yet there is (ame- 
;* - thing remains, which gives thee aſence of thy ſtate and condi- 
_ tion, and makes thee to know thy loſs and want : hear thevoice 
_ _ of this, and this will humble thee, and bring thee into true bro- 
'kenneſf5of keart, and contritenels of ſpirit; and as thou comeſt 
to know that ſtate, then thou haſt ſomething tooffer tothe Lord 
of his-own preparing, which will be far more acceptable to hira 
then a multitude of Words & Preformances &Dunes( ſo called;) 
+ and as thou in the true lowlineſs of mind doſt come before the 
Lord, and offers up this offering, God will hear in Heaven, and 
- wit anſwer the Cry of the poor and needy Soul that cannot be 
ſatisfied without his preſence; and he wall remember his Mercies 
of -o!d: (which never fail) for his ſeedsſake, which is not yet 
- brought forth in thee : And when God doth again ſhine forth 
unto" thee, and make his Power known, thou muſt expect i, 
* : my 
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n0s that which 1s miclean, - the Lord will receive you : And what | 
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muſt be in judgment, becauſe of the tranſgreſſion thou haſt gone 
into, that he may conſume that in thee which led thee into the Sin, 
from his pure Law, whichis Lgiht; for Zion is Redecmed by Tude- 
mevt : And therefore take heed leſt thou be offended at his appea- 
rance; take heed that thou limit not the Holy One ; but ii his ap- 
pearance be with more ſharpneſs and bitterneſs to the carnal part 
than before, ' it is but juſt it ſhould be fo, Ic is the Loyd, let him ds 
what he will, he ſees more cauſe now than before,by how much more 
thou halt ſinned againſt his goodneſs ; bat bow to his Judgments, 
Bear his Indignation, (as Micah ſaid) becauſe thou haſt ſinmed againſt 
him, Mic. 7. 9. And as thou yieldſt to his righteous Judginenr, 
thou wilt know the coming to the midſt of them,in whichithe mer- 
cy 8s remembred and made marifeſt; and therefore the baſty and 
impatient, that flee the Judgment as ſoon as it begins a little toap- 
pear in them, they never find the true deliverance, but get caſe 
another way,which laſteth but for amoment ; hut they who'come 
to know a thorow work wrought in their Earth, and the Floor 
thorowly purged, they come to know the true and laſting Peace to 
their ImmortalSouls. And although this is not obtained by caſe and 
liberty to the carnal mind, which muſt dye, yet the end Crowns 
all that hold outto it, they are the ſaved ones, as Chriſt (aid, 
Mark, 13. 13. And they find the returning with ſheaves, as the 
Prophet faid, Pſal. 126. 5, 6 They that ſow in Tears ſhall reap in 


Foy: They went forth (ſaid he) with weeptws, and bearing precious 


Seed, but they ſhall return with joy, and bring their Sheaves. Andas 
Chriſt ſaid, They that forſake Father and Mother, Wife and Children, 
Houſe or Lands, yea, or their own Lives for my ſake, ſhall have an 
hundred fold in thistime, and in the World to come Life Everlaſting. 
— and Self-denial hath always been the way to Life, -and 
to true Bleſledneſs, and is the way unto this day. 

And therefore all you who have wandred in your own ways, 
and have not yet learned todeny your ſelves of what is contrary 
to the Witneſs of God in your Conſciences, but have deſires, and 
that ſtrong ones too, to keep and hold that ſtill whichthe Lightin* 
you.dath reprove, and yet have defires of Life and Peace too; 
and.ſo are in many doubts and ſtraits about theſe things. To you*. 
all, this is the Counſel of the Lord, and the cry of his pure Spirit z 
Come out of the Babyloniſh Confuſion of your own thoughts, and touch 


o . 
OT [10] 
Cod by his pure Spirit hath called wnclean, let no man preſume to 
call clean, and to joyn to it, leſt they be found fighting againſt God, 
and nouriſhing and keeping that a live which God hath appointed 
todieand be deſtroyed : ye cannot ſervetwo Maſters, nor pertake 
of the Table of the Lord and the Table of Devils. Oh! teed not 
that birth that hungers after evil things, and delights in them ; bur 
what is for famine, let it be famiſhed ; and what is for the Sword, let 
the two-edged Sword that goeth out of the month of the faithſull and 
true Witneſs cut it down, (Rev. 1.16. and 3. 14.) And fo thou 
mayſt ſee the Gyants in the Land ſlain before thee by one that is 
mighty to deliver, and to bring thee out of this Spiritual Egype 
with a high hand : But this thou canſt not come to witneſs, but by 
diligent following him ; and if thou willingly yieldit to his gentle 
drawings, when thou feeleſt them in thy heart, thou wilt find them 
to be effectual and profitable to thy Soul; and the more thou folloy « 
eſt him,the more thou wilt feel his goodnels break in upon thee for 
thy encouragement, and the leſs thou wilt doubt of his love and 
mercy inleading thee ſtill farther, even unto the end,and unto that 

Reſt which will fatishe thy Soul. 

.  Thereforelay aſide all Conſultations that are againſt thyOhedi- 
z.. Ence to the Gift of God in thy heart, which reproves Sin 1n thee ; 
and give not way to vain and needleſs donbts about ir,- but asthou 

findſt that thou haſt been condemned & judged in thy diſobeying 


of it ; now try and prove whether by taking up thy dailyCrofs,and 


obeying of it in thy words and aftions, and in all things, if thou 
doſt not find the anſwer of ſweet peace and joy; and when thou ſhalr 
find it ſo,then will there be no more room for doubts and queſtion- 
ings againſt thy obeying of it; but as any Queſtions or Doubts do 
ariſe in thee, or ſhall be caſt in thy. way by any without thee, thou 


wilt feel the anſwer of it in thy ſelf to thy refreſhing, and ſo thou 


wilt come to witneſs the effeftual operation of it daily in thy Soul 
:to work thy change and tranſlation out of thy ſelfinto it ſelf, ny 
ſo thou wilt come not only to know the Light in thee; for that,on 
may do and periſh, (For this 5s the Condemnation, that Light us come, 
| ox | not loved) but thou wilt know that thou art inthe Light, and 
walkeſt there with God, and in the holy Fellowſhip, where thou 
feelſt the Lord near thee in his Light, and hisReward is with him : 
and ſo coming fo walk and dwell in the Light, thy Converſation is 
now in Heaven, as the Saints of old was, and thy unity is witneſted 
ach the Father and the Son, as theirs was, who ſaid, If we walk ©: 


the _ © 


» 
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the Light as he is in the Light, they had fellowſhip with bim ;, and if 
any ſaid they had fellowſhip, andwalkedin Darkneſs (whichall Sin- 
ners do, for Sin is thework of it) ſuch, they faid, were Lyars * 
And ſuch as walk in the Light, as he is in the Light, ſuch come to krow 
the Blood that cleanſeth and waſheth from the Sin, and from all Un- 
righteouſneſs. And ſuch as feel this work wrought in them, are 
brought into ſuch a knowledge of the Blood of Chriſt, that they 
. need not doubt about it,nor have they occaſion to raiſe a queſtion, 
where it is or what it is, nor what the efficacy ef it is; for having 
the work and witnels of the Blood in them,this forthwith reſolves 
all doubts that would ariſe; and fo likewiſe thoſe that come to 
know the Light in all things to be their Guide to lead out of Dark- 
neſs, and Sin, and ImperfeCtions, and to bring into the Inno- 
cent and Blameleſs Converſation which becometh Saints, and fo 
come to know their footſteps direCted before the Lord, ſuch have - 
done ny and queſtioning about Perfection ; for ſuch ſee that 
which is per 
have of attaining it, arc labouring to conform themſelves unto that 
rule, and endeavouring after it, not as the carnal Profeſlors, (who 
fay,they labour afcer a Conqueſt over their Sins, with a belief they 
ſhall never attain it while they live; ) but they ſo run that they may 
attain, and have the true hope in them, which they that have, are 
purifying themſelves as he is pure, that is their hope; as Fob» ſaid, 
He that-hath this hope in him, purifieth himſelf as God is pure, that ſo, 
Even as be was in this preſent World, ſo they may be alſo: And ſo here 
the Subſtance will come, and will caufe the ſhadow to flee, and 
will anſwer all thy Doubts and Queſtions far beyond what Argu- 
ments can do. 

And again, the many doubts: and diſputations that have ariſen 
about the ReſurreCtion, as thou comeſt to te faithful in the-daily * 
Croſs, that doth flay and crucifie that nature in thee that hath re- 
ſiſted the Truth, and held the Secd in bondage; as that comes to 


. © die, and to be buried down in the true Baptiſm into Chriſts Death, 


thou wilt feel the Pure to ſpring up in thee, and thou wilt be made/ 
a partaker of the new Life, and the true Reſurreftion, whichis 
Chriſt, and all that are in him are in the ReſorreQion, and in the 
Life; for he ſaid, / am the ReſurreFion and the Life,he that believeth 
on me, though he were dead, yet ſhall be live z and this living to God, 
inthe Spirit of his Son, is the _ Reſurrection, which whomſo- 
| 2 ever -. 


ect to be come, and they from the belief which they . 44 
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ever come to witneſs, the ſecond death hath no power over them; 
Hut they come to know the thing as it is 1n Jeſus, and their doubts 
are all anſwered about that alſo;for he that knows a death and Re- 
#irreaion after this manner, To be dead to Sin, and tobe riſen with 
Chriſt Feſus in the new Life, even while they are in this earthly Ta- 


bernacle, before it is diffolved, ſuch will never queſtion their ap- 


pearing at the judgment Scat of Godaftey ivis diiſolved,. but do 
belie: e it with joy and gladneſs, and have a fexvEnt hope concern- 
ing the Reſurrection of the dead, and have their expectation unto 
God in that matter, that he will, according to his promiſe raiſe 
them up at the lalt day, and will give unto every Seed his own Bo- 
dy, even as pleaſeth him; and the Creature is not careful then 


2>out ſuch fooliſh queſtions and deubts, as to enquire what man-- 


ner of Body God will givethem ? but leaves it to the Lord in full 


- faith,that he will raiſe them up,according to the Scriptures : And 
fo here all thy doubts will flee away, and are anſwered with that- 
that was before themzas it comesto rule in theCreature,and Death' 
that is the root & ground of them, comes to de Lwallewed up in the: 


Victory of the Life. 


And ſo,as thou feelſt thy part in thisReſurreCtion,all the doubts: 


and fears ol thy. own condition will he anſwered efteQually,which 
cannot otherwiſe be anſwered, but by that good Sprit of God that 
{trives with thee, which,when it doth prevail with thec,"and thou 


becomeſt ſa"ject toit, then it witneſſeth for thee; for that there is' 


_a ſtate in which there is a danger of falling away, thy daily expe- 


* ence teacheth thee to thy ſorrow and beſides,Chrilt ſaid, Every - 


Branch in me that beareth not fruit mult becut off ; and the many 


- examples in Scripture of them that departed from the Faith, and: 


made ſhipwrack of it, andterned with the Dog tothe vomit, and 
the Sow tothe mire,. doth ſufficiently prove it; and if thou doſt 
Rand, it is by Faith, and thou muft take heed, and ſo mayſt thou 


* cometo the Crown, and Seal,and Aſſurance, and an Eſtabliſhment ' 


in the'Kingdom, where thou ſhalt no more go forth, but ſhalt have 
y Souls delire anſwered. 

-*And' when thou comeſt to know this ſtate, and to receive this 

' White Stone that hath the Name within, thou wilt then be with- 

out donbt or fear, given up in the will of God to do and to ſuffer 

all things, according to his bleſſed will : And here is thetrueand 


IB 


pxrtect Reſt to thy Soul, whoever thou art, that art now labouring.- 


& . f ud . 
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inthe Iron Furgace of * nf thoughts and doubts, in the which 
thenore thou giveiFthy ſelf up thereto, the darker thou art, and' 
the fuller of doubts; for they will beget and multiply one ano- 
ther;ard the more thou reaſonelt againſt obeying Gods Witneſs in' 
thy heart, the leſsable thou art roobey it ; but the little ſtrength 
J which Gcd gives thee, thou conſvlteſt it away, and then when thou 
wouldſt be {trong, thou becom'lt feeble ; and when thou wouldſt in 
ſome meaſure obey, thy own Conſultation ſtands in the way, and 
hinders thee; ard the more thou increaſelt in knowledge in this 
ſtate, the more thou increaſeſt thy Sorrow and Cor demration ; fo 
that ſometimes thou art ready to wiſh thou hadſt never known fo 
much of Truth ; and ſometimes wiſhelſt; hou knewſt more concerning ' 
ſuch a Point, or ſuch a Deftrine, or ſuch a Scripture, or ſuch a My- 
ftery, ard art apt toth:nk, becauſe thou art yet ignorant in ſome 
things relating to Truth, rherefore then art the more excuſable if thou 
I be diſcbcaicnt. But alas! poor Soul, conſider, the way to know 

| more is to be obedient toalittle, which thou haſt received, and 
| then that Miſt ard Fog of thy own ur faithfulneſs will vanith away - 
| from teforc the Eye of thy mind ; for it is that which hinders good - 
; tLings from thee, and makes thee godaily with a burthen upon 

; thy ſhoulders. & a guilt upon thy Conſcience, & thou canlt not, in no 
| l caſc of thy neceſſities, come before the Lord with an open face,but + 
| \ art covered {till with thine own iniquities ; and inthis ſtate thou + 

| 


knowelt neither Sabbath,nor new Moon. norHoly-day totheLord; : 
but all labour, toyl and travel,apd wearitomneſs of ſpirit till many 
5 eyen come to wiſh anend of their dayes,& yet are in greatfear that 
ls the ed will be worſe too. Oh ! how my Soul pities you whoſe ſtate - 
1% this is,ar.d 1 haye a great ſympathy with your ſorrows,& in bowels + 
of tender love am1 drawn forth to reach out a hand tohelp yon, : .. 
as one that hath obtained mercy to know deliverances, and to wits ' 
neſs the way of it, ard have the teitimony bf God in my heartto 
witneſs forth the coming of the Saviour to the poor & needy Soulsy: - 
to the relicving of them, and comforting of them; and my Souls 
deſire is, that your Bonds might be broken, and your Souls might : 


\ eſcape. Butthis I ſay, in the Name of the Lord to you all, Zhere-'  -; 

1s. no way for your deliverance bus your giving up in ſingle cbedience to. + 14 
| that faithfull aud true Witneſs of God which ſtirs and meves3n thee. * 
ſ -- againſt thy ſins; ard therefore wait thou to feel thy mind and will*\; 2G 
| lubjedted thereunto,tl:at thou maylt tcel thy (elf to.be one 0fthole..; 38 
f . | willing - 
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villiag people, in this the day of Gods Power; ane ceaſe from 
thy..reaſonings againſt thy obeying the Truth, and from ſaying, 
thaw canft not, thou wantſt Power, and when God gives thee Grace, then 
thau-wile obey; for theſe ſayings are in vain. For though it is 
'erye,: none can obey the Lord but by his Grace and Power given 
unto them, yet he hath made his Grace even that which bringeth 
Salvation, to zppear:\unto all men, as in Titus 2.11. and it hathap- 
-, Peared unto the, and in thee to whom | write, and is a Reprover 
\. _ In thee, and thou jrnſt turn to that that fmites thee, and then 
thoy turne!t to the Grace of God; for its his Grace that {trives with 
theeto leail thee out of the Evil that it reproves in thee, and ſo 
_ ourofthe World that lies in the Evil, upto God from whence the 
race cometh; for whoſoever doth give up to the drawings of the 
good Spirit of God that moves in them, and in obedience thereto 
do deny themſelves of their own Wills, and Luſts, and evil De- 
ſires, and Pleaſures, ſuch want not Power, but feel him near 
them, that works the willingneſs iirſt, and then the deed accor. 
,. ting to his pleaſure,and fo the glory comes alone to be his;and then 
>” thou knoweſt the Myſtery of the Croſs, and how it is the Power of 
-** God, whichall that reject the Croſs complain for want of. And 
ſo, ſo long as thou liveſt in the Croſs thou liveſt in the Power, 
 andthyobeying is caſte, and all things are poſlible to thee through 
|. At; andaslong as thou art daily dying to that which is corruptible, 
'.._ thou feeleft the more Life, and Joy, and Pleaſure in that which is + 
- - Everlaſting, and thy deſires grow more and more fervent after a - 
| :.-- full and perfe& Enjoy ment of it, in the pure Unity of Spirit : And | 
+» = thoſe deſires growing ſtrong in thee, it grows a lighter thing to 
; hee to part with that which hinders, though it be thy Boſor: ſans, 
- --_ thy. Dolilahs and Darlings, yet all muſt go for the love thou haſt to 
-* - *T*#th; and ſuch only as have this Love, and continue in it, are 


«++ {connec worthy to be Heirs of the Kingdom of God ; for ſo lon 
0ICF *I « inp -qhing be hugged and loved beſides the Lord, if the Lor 

! | ſhobid-manife(t his Love to thee, thou wouldſt play the Harlot,and 

- '.- abuſe his-Mgrcics, andcleave to thy old Lovers, as 1ſrael of old dig 

'-, . that was after the Fleſh : and therefore, think it not ſtrange tobe d. 
& brought through manifold Tryals, thet thereby thou mayſt be | 
& - purged aid prepared as a Bride for the true Husband, Chriſt Fe- 

foo 5 for there are many that deſire acquaintance with him, but 
"aro" nehiftecd for him ; they-muſk be waſhed firſt, and trimmed 
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firſt; and muſt put off the vild Raiment firft, and muſt eome to 
know the white Linnen puton : And while this work is doing, 
what need of Patience and Quietnels of Spirit is there ! what need 
of SubjeCtion to the workings of that holy Spirit in all things ! that 
thou maylſt not be ſetting limits& bounds to that which muſt bound 
and limit thee inall things ; nor ſay inthine heart, /f my Trials were 
but ſo, or my Exerciſes ſo or ſo, I could then bearthem;, but rather 
ſzbmit in all things, willingly todoand ſuffer, and to be tried and 
exerciſed, even as it pleaſeth the Lord to order,or ſuffer thee to be 
tricd; and in all his dealings ſay, with the good man, It is the 
Lord, let him do what he will with thee: And whoſoever gives up 
thus to him, though he ſlay them, yet ſhall they live ; though ke 
wound them, yet he will heal them again. Therefore learn pati- 
ence and ſtilineſs of-mind,for by taking thought thou canſt add no- 
thing in this work. I remember 1/-ael of old,who were commanded 
roſtand ſtill to ſee the Salvation of God in their greateſt ſtraits,and they 
were a figure unto thee : And now in the Light read thy figure,and 
wait for the Subſtance, the true Seed, that it may bring forth peace 
and reſt to thy Immortal Soul, and may ſet up Righteouſneſs in thy 
Earth z which is that I travel after, on the behalf of all diſtreſſed 
and afflicted Souls every where, to whom Lama Friend and Well- 
wilher, as one knowing their Trials, Straits, Doubts and Beſet- 
tings ; and alſo, through the rich love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, do 
witneſs the delivering,anſwering and ſatisfying Life, made'mani- 
feſt and revealed in its own Eternal Light,which lighteth every mang 
and ia true deſire that you may all know the ſame,and in diſcharge 
of my duty towards God and my Generation, have I ſent forth this 
word of Counſel and Exhortation, and do remain in my Reſt with 
the Lord,being thus far clear of the Blood of all men,whether they 
hear or forbear ; and though in Bonds for the Goſpel ſake, yet the 
Lords Free-man, waiting in patience and full aſſurance for Zipr's 
fill Redemption, we? 
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Known by the tame, 


Stephen Criſp; © 


